
edge here, outside 
edge there); it pro-
vided goals, 
whether in compe-

tition or testing; it rein-
forced that hard work 
mattered; and that before 
you succeeded, you 
failed, but also skating 
gave Laila the opportu-
nity to "perform" and 
"feel free". It was really 
perfect, and perfect for 
her. But the real reason, 
we kept showing up 
every week at the rink 
was because of the peo-
ple- the coaches, skaters 
and parents, who wel-
comed us into their fam-
ily. And six years later, 
that is exactly what 
DEFSC has become to 
us, family. I am blessed 
to welcome you all into 
the DEFSC family this 
year.  

(cont. on page 4)�

I would like to welcome 
everyone to an exciting 
new DEFSC year.  We 
will miss the guidance of 
Kay Lassiter and Jenni-
fer Lowery and cannot 
thank them enough for 
everything they have 
done for our Board and 
our Skaters over the last 
few years. Thank you, 
ladies, and be fore-
warned,  we will be call-
ing on your big hearts 
throughout the year! 
 
Please  join me in wel-
coming our new Board 
members, Barry Block 
and Sandy Bowen. Barry 
and Sandy, it is an honor 
to serve with you, and I 
am already extremely 
grateful for your guid-
ance. You are extraordi-
nary assets to our Board 
and Skaters.  
 
I never thought that skat-

ing would be-
come such a 
huge part of 
our lives. Six 
years ago, when we 
showed up at National 
Skate Day -- just because 
it was SOMETHING to 
do on the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday and 
school was out-- skating 
was not at all on my ra-
dar. We danced; we 
played basketball; we 
played soccer; we were 
on swim team; we at-
tended art classes; etc.... 
But when Laila hit the 
ice that Monday, she fell 
in love. We signed up for 
LTS classes, and as I 
watched her every Satur-
day morning, skating 
slowly crept into our 
lives. I realized skating 
was a sport that de-
manded incredible ath-
letic ability, precision 
and concentration (inside 
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Board Of Directors 
 
President:  
 Kynda Almefty (2017) 
 
Vice President:  Shelley Crary 
(2018) 
 
Secretary:  Kim Johnson (2018) 
 
Treasurer:  Devon Beck 
 
Past President:  DawnDoray   
(2017) 
 
At Large: 
Hong Wu (2018) 
 
Rabbi Barry Block (2019) 
 
Sandy Bowen (2019) 
 

While not new to coaching, Lorraine 
Borman is new to us!! She coached 
Rosalynn Sumners to her Olympic 
Silver Medal in 1984 and World 
Championship in 1983.  She also has 
coached USFS Ladies Champions 
along with other high achievers.  
Needless to say, Lorraine has the 
kind of experience over 4 decades 
that will be a tremendous asset to 
Little Rock, the Arkansas Skatium 
and the Diamond Edge FSC.  She is a 
PSA World Coach level 9 and Mas-
ters rated in figures and freestyle.   

She has won several awards.  Her em-
phasis is to assist the coaches at the 
Arkansas Skatium with the skaters to 
help everyone grow.  Her experience in 
freeskate, choreography and program 
development is extraordinary.  She 
lives in Hot Springs Village with her 
husband having recently moved back to 
the U.S. from Mexico. 
Lorraine can be reached by  email at 
84skate@gmail.com or by phone at 501
-538-0727.  Be sure to work through 
your coach when asking for Lorraine’s 
assistance. 
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Show Stealer - Baby Simba – 
Elise Ellis 
 
Prettiest Group - Birds – 
Camila Atilano,  Lucy Cui,  
MaKenna Driskall,  Sophia 
Guin,  Lilly Nuttall 
 
Most animated groups  - 
Zebras  & Leopards-  Hayden 
Chang,  Emory Poynter,  Cleo 
Townsend,  Julia Wall,  Madi-
son Chang,  Sherry Liu,  
Mackenzie Nelsen,  Sophia 
Xiu 
 
Rookies of the Year -  
Giraffes -  Aubrey  Snyder,  
Penn Snyder,  Wyatt Snyder 
Fiercest Group -  
Hyenas -  Camryn Allison,  
Laya Brown,   Londyn 
Crocker,  Mallory Crosby,  
Chandler Dedman,  Evie 
Ellis,  Michelle gong,  Anna 
Gossett,  Carter Lloyd,  
Camila Rodriguez,  Jennifer 
Rodriguez,  Inara Rupe,  Syd-
ney Smith,  Johanna Wein-

heimer 
 
Parent Recognition 
(The”glue” for the show): 
 
Nikki Adams:  for amazing 
set  and props design and pro-
duction along with her fear-
less crew:  Elizabeth and 
Scott Poynter, and  Marie 
Wall  
Crystal Crocker for amazing 
Make up Design and Execu-
tion 
 
CLUB AWARDS 
Newest Ice Dancer:  Laila 
Almefty  
Best Showman:  Daniel Block  
Spirit of DEFSC:  Georgiana 
Burnside  
DEFSC Loyalty:  Cat Clay 
Most Theatrical:   Brooklyn 
Courtney – Moore  
Biggest Personality:  Berkley 
Courtney – Moore 
Most Energetic Skater:  Syd-
ney Crary  
Best Flip Jump:  Ashley Fan 
Best Power:  Jules Gaddy 
Most Graceful:  Maya Griffin  
Most Artistic:  Triniti Horner  
Best Sit Spin:  Jacquelyn Hor-
sey  
Best Performer:  Alida Kauf-
man  
Best Hydroblade:  Emma 
Lassiter  
Hardest Worker:  Anne Li 
Youngest Tester:  Jack Liu 
Most Well Rounded:  Ava 
Kate Lowery  
Most Well Traveled:  Lauren 
McLemore  
Best Shoot the Duck:  Emory 
Poynter  
Best Layback Spins:  Kate 
Ryscavage and Lexi 
Weatherford 
Newest Tester:  Cleo Town-
send  
Best Spiral:  Emily Ye  

Best Spread Eagle:  Jenny 
Zhang  
 
Diamond Edge FSC also rec-
ognizes some major improve-
ments and/or major accom-
plishments each year: 
 
Youth Tester of the Year 
and Most Improved Young 
Skater:  Andrew Zhang 
 
Adult Tester of the Year 
and Most Improved Adult 
Skater:  Dawn Talkington 
 
Youth Volunteer of the 
Year:  Rose Johnson 
 
Adult Volumteer of the 
Year:  Dawn Doray 
 
Family of the Year:  The 
Johnsons 
 
Competitor of the Year:  
Alex Han 
 
Youth skater of the Year:  
Haven Griffin 
 
Adult skater of the Year:  
Jonathan Lim 

Prior to the awards, skaters 
received their patches and 
certificates from testing in the 
2015-16 year.  The Club’s 
Gold medalists were also rec-
ognized with newest members 
Haven Griffin, Anne Eden 
and Alex Han. 

Lastly, the Club recognized 
people who have gone Above 
and Beyond for us:  Nikki 
Adams, Allan Griffin and 
Kynda Almefty 
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Incoming President Kynda Al-
mefty (L) with outgoing President 
Dawn Doray (R) 

Skaters of the Year:  Haven 
Griffin and Jonathan Lim 

Gold Medalists (L-R):  Haven Grif-
fin,  Billie O’Neel, Anne Eden, An-
drea Chang, and Amanda Griffin 

DEFSC Coaches (L-R):  Amanda 
Griffin, Lorraine Borman, Sharon 
Sanders, Anne Eden, Jen Boyer, An-
drea Chang, Haven Griffin and Dawn 
Talkington 
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Proud Member Club since 
1984 

We Appreciate our sponsors! 

And, WOW is this year off to an amazing start! We already have TWO new 
USFS Gold Medalists, Alex Han and Dawn Talkington. Congratulations 
Alex and Dawn!!!  
And I am confident we will celebrate other Gold Medalists throughout the 
year:)  
 
The Diamond State Open will be held July 16-17. We send lots of good 
wishes to every skater as they prepare for this competition and are excited 
to celebrate all their GR8 SK8s! There are lots of opportunities to volunteer 
and make this an amazing event. If you are able to volunteer, please  
contact Sandy Bowen. 
 
I would, also, like to encourage everyone to "like" and use our DEFSC FB 
page... It would be a great place to sell old costumes and look for new cos-
tumes prior to our competition! Or just share our accomplishments... We 
are excited for  
all the "on" and "off" DEFSC's family member  moments this year. So 
please share them!!!  
 
Our next Test date is August 7. The registration deadline is July 15. As 
President, I hope to build on the tradition of celebration and community 
involvement that Dawn Doray established.  Throughout the year, as each of 
you become aware of community events to support or fun activities, please 
let us know.  
 
I look forward to seeing each and everyone of you all at "the on" and "off 
ice" events we have planned for this year.  
 
Truly, each and everyone of your skaters is special to my heart. They were 
"why" I decided to take on this job.  
 
Devon Beck, Barry Block, Sandy Bowen, Shelley Crary, Dawn Doray, Kim 
Johnson and Hong Wu and myself are honored to serve as your Board.  We 
are truly here to make DEFSC the best it can be. Please help us make this 
year great for our skaters.  
 
Best always, 
Kynda 
Kalmefty@hardinlaw.com 
501-442-1190 

From the President’s Desk  (cont. from page 1) 


